


These Messengers: We favoured some of them over
others. Allah spoke directly to some of them and
raised up some of them in rank. We gave Clear Signs
to Jesus, son of Maryam, and reinforced him with the
Holy Spirit... (Surat al-Baqara: 253)

When Allah said, “Jesus, | will take you back and raise
you up to Me and purify you of those who are
disbelievers. And | will place the people who follow
you above those who are disbelievers until the Day of
Rising. Then you will all return to Me, and | will judge
between you regarding the things about which you
differed.” (Surat Al ‘Imran: 55)

(And on account of) their saying, “We killed the
Messiah, Jesus, son of Maryam, Messenger of Allah.”
They did not kill him and they did not crucify him but it
was made to seem so to them. Those who argue about
him are in doubt about it. They have no real knowledge
of it, just conjecture. But they certainly did not kill him.
Allah raised him up to Himself. Allah is Almighty, All-
Wise. (Surat an-Nisa': 157-158)
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r TO THE READER I

In all the books by the author, faith-related issues are explained in the light of

the Qur'anic verses and people are invited to learn Allah's words and to live by

them. All the subjects that concern Allah's verses are explained in such a way
as to leave no room for doubt or question marks in the reader's mind. The
sincere, plain and fluent style employed ensures that everyone of every age
and from every social group can easily understand the books. This effective
and lucid narrative makes it possible to read them in a single sitting. Even

those who rigorously reject spirituality are influenced by the facts recounted in

these books and cannot refute the truthfulness of their contents.

This book and all the other works of the author can be read individually or
discussed in a group at a time of conversation. Those readers who are willing
to profit from the books will find discussion very useful in the sense that they

will be able to relate their own reflections and experiences to one another.

In addition, it will be a great service to the religion to contribute to the
presentation and reading of these books, which are written solely for the good
pleasure of Allah. All the books of the author are extremely convincing. For this
reason, for those who want to communicate the religion to other people, one of
the most effective methods is to encourage them to read these books.

It is hoped that the reader will take time to look through the review of other
books on the final pages of the book, and appreciate the rich source of material
on faith-related issues, which are very useful
and a pleasure to read.

In these books, you will not find, as in some other books, the personal views of

the author, explanations based on dubious sources, styles that are unobservant

of the respect and reverence due to sacred subjects, nor hopeless, doubt-creat-
ing, and pessimistic accounts that create deviations in the heart.

The name of Jesus, peace be upon him, is 'Isa in Arabic, but since the
intention in the author's writing of the book is to reach as many people,
both Muslim and non-Muslim as possible, we have decided
to retain the name which is most familiar to the greatest
number of people today.
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When the angels said, "Maryam, your Lord gives
you good news of a Word from Him. His name is
the Messiah, Jesus, son of Maryam of high esteem
in the world and the hereafter, and one of those
brought near. (Surah Al 'Imran: 45)
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INTRODUCTION

ust as all the other prophets, Jesus (Isa) (as) is a

chosen slave of Allah whom Allah assigned to

summon people to the true path. However,

there are some attributes of Jesus distinguishing
him from other prophets, the most important one being that he
was raised up to Allah and that he will come back to earth
again.

Contrary to what most people believe, Jesus was not cru-
cified and killed nor did he die for any other reason. The
Qur'an tells us that they did not kill him and they did not
crucify him and that Allah raised him up to Him. In none of
the verses, is there an actual reference to his murder or that
he was killed, apart from the verse (ayah) which denies that it
happened. Furthermore, the Qur'an acquaints us with some
events from the life of Jesus (as) which have not yet hap-
pened. Thus, his second coming to earth is a prerequisite for
these events to happen. There is no doubt that the Qur'an's
revelations will surely happen.

Despite this, however, many people assume that Jesus
(as) passed away some thousands of years ago and that thus
it is unlikely that he will return. This is a misconception aris-
ing from lack of knowledge about the Qur'an and the Sun-
nah. A careful scrutiny of the Qur'an will render an accurate
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understanding of the verses about Jesus (as) possible.

Our Prophet (saas) also told us that Jesus (as) will be sent
back to earth and related that in that time, which is called
"the end of time", there may be a period in which the earth
will attain unprecedented peace, justice and welfare

The "end times" refers to the period of time close to the
end of the world. According to Islam, in this time, there will
be the terrible trials of the Dajjal (Anti-Christ), many earth-
quakes and the emergence of Yajuj and Majuj (Gog and
Magog) after which the ways of the Qur'an will prevail and
people will extensively adhere to the values it introduces.

Evidence that Jesus (as) did not die, that he was raised to
the presence of Allah and that he will return again will be
examined in this book in the light of the Qur'anic verses.
However, before proceeding, it will be beneficial to remind
ourselves of some basic information directly related to this
subject.




THE RELIGION WITH
ALLAH IS ISLAM

hroughout history, Allah has sent His messengers
to many peoples. The messengers of Allah sum-
moned mankind to the true path and communicat-
ed to them His ways. However today, it is a widespread
belief that what had been revealed through various messen-
gers to mankind were different religions. This is a misconcep-
tion. The religions revealed by Allah to separate peoples in
distinct periods were the same. For instance, Jesus (as) abol-
ished some of the prohibitions brought by the preceding reli-
gion. However, there are in principle no huge differences
between the religions revealed by Allah. What has been
revealed to the former prophets, to Musa (Moses) (as), to
Jesus (as) and to the last Prophet, may Allah bless him and
grant him peace, are essentially the same. The verses that tell
about this are as follows:
Say, "We believe in Allah and what has been sent
down to us and what was sent down to Ibrahim
(Abraham), Isma'il (Ishmael) and Ishaq (Isaac) and
Ya'qub (Jacob) and the Tribes, and what Musa
(Moses) and 'Isa and all the Prophets were given by
their Lord. We do not differentiate between any of
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them. We are Muslims submitted to Him. If anyone
desires anything other than Islam as a religion, it

will not be accepted from him, and in the Hereafter

he will be among the losers." (Surah Al 'Imran: 84-
85)

As related in the above-mentioned verse, the right way
revealed to man is Islam. What we understand from the
Qur'an is that all the prophets summoned their peoples to a
common way.

In another verse Allah ordains: "... I am pleased with
Islam as a religion (deen) for you!" (Surat al-Ma'idah: 3) Allah
sent His messengers to convey this religion, the one He is
pleased with, to their peoples and thus warn mankind. Each
person, to whom Allah's message is conveyed, and who is thus
summoned to this religion is held responsible for adhering to
it.

However, some societies have accepted the message while
others have denied it. In some societies, on the other hand, the
right way degenerated into perverted beliefs after the death of
their messenger. This is related in the Qur'an as follows:

The Religion with Allah is Islam. Those given the

Book only differed after knowledge had come to

them, envying one another. As for those who reject

Allah's Signs, Allah is swift at reckoning. (Surah Al

'Imran: 19)

One of the societies that went astray after living in the
right way for a while was the Children of Israel. As the
Qur'an informs us, Allah sent many prophets to the Children
of Israel and informed them about the right way. Yet, each
time they revolted against a prophet or, after the death of a




THE RELIGION WITH ALLAH IS ISLAM 13

prophet, they transformed the right way into a set of pervert-
ed beliefs. Furthermore, from the Qur'an we know that even
when Musa (as) was still alive, the Children of Israel wor-
shipped the golden calf during his short absence. (See Surah
Ta Ha: 83-94) After the death of Musa (as), Allah sent many
other prophets to the Children of Israel to warn them and the
last of these prophets was Jesus (as).

Throughout his life, Jesus (as) called his people to live by
the religion (deen) revealed by Allah and reminded them to
be true slaves of Allah. He instructed them in the command-
ments of the Injil — the revelation granted to him fragments of
which may survive in parts of the Gospels. That book
affirmed the commandments of the Tawrah — the revelation
granted to Musa (as) some of which remains in the Torah and
in the Old Testament — which had by then been corrupted.
Criticising the improper teachings of the rabbis who were
responsible for the degeneration of the true religion (deen),
Jesus (as) abolished rules that were invented by the rabbis
themselves and through which they derived personal gain.
He summoned the Children of Israel to the unity of Allah, to
truthfulness, and to virtuous conduct. The related verse in
the Qur'an follows:

I come confirming the Torah I find already there,

and to make lawful for you some of what was previ-

ously forbidden to you. I have brought you a sign
from your Lord. So have fear of Allah and obey me.

(Surah Al 'Imran: 50)

However, after Jesus (as) left the earth, some of his later
followers started to corrupt the revelation. Under the influ-
ence of some pagan ideas from the Greeks, they developed
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the belief in "the trinity" (the father, the son and the holy
ghost). Under the name of Christianity, they adhered to a
totally different religion. Today, one fourth of the world pop-
ulation practise a Christianity popularly believed to be based
on the teachings of Jesus (as). However, the facts are other-
wise. Long years after the disappearance of Jesus (as),
unidentified people authored the books of what we know
today as the New Testament, and they wrote them in Greek
whereas the language of Jesus (as) and his disciples was Ara-
maic, a language close to Arabic. In succeeding ages, histori-
ans compiled these writings. Consequently, Christianity
today has lost much of Jesus' (as) original teaching.

After Jesus (as), Allah sent another messenger from a dif-
ferent tribe in order that through him He could reveal the
original religion to the world, and He endowed him with a
noble book. This messenger is the Prophet Muhammad (saas)
and the book is the Qur'an, the only unaltered revelation.

The Qur'an addresses all people in the world. All people
from all ages will be held responsible for this book, if they
have been exposed to the message of Islam. They will be
judged according to the Qur'an on the Day of Judgement. In
our day especially, all the nations of the world in a sense are
united and have almost become like a single tribe, thanks to
technological breakthroughs. One academic referred to the
world today as 'the global village'. Therefore, there are few
people in the world today who are unaware of the existence
of the Qur'an and who are hence uninformed about Islam.
Despite this, a certain part of people have faith in the Qur'an.
Among those having such faith (iman), however, many do
not live by the principles proclaimed in the Qur'an.
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We expect that Jesus (as) will come back to earth and
summon people to the right way. Allah gives the good tid-
ings of this in the Qur'an. As will be dealt with in succeeding
chapters of this book, Jesus (as) was raised up to the presence
of Allah and has not yet died a physical death. After a while,
he will return and make Islam prevail in the world. To the
best of their abilities, both the Christian and the Muslim
worlds are preparing to meet this blessed visitor and not to
repeat the offences committed against him in history.




PEOPLE IN TROUBLE BEG
FOR A SAVIOUR

What reason could you have for not
fighting in the Way of Allah — for
those men, women and children who
are oppressed and say, "Our Lord,
take us out of this city whose inhab-
itants are wrongdoers! Give us a
protector from You! Give us a helper

from You!"'? (Surat an-Nisa: 75)

n reading the Qur'an, we come across a certain

fact: before a messenger comes to a society, often

social and moral corruption prevails there. Once
a messenger comes to a society, those following him attain a
blissful, peaceful and bountiful life even in the midst of their
honourable struggle for the good pleasure of Allah. After this
blessed period, however, people who enjoyed the favours of
this period drifted away from their spiritual values, revolted
and ultimately tended almost to disbelief. In some cases, they
worshipped gods other than Allah and thus were unjust to
their own selves and, in a sense, prepared their own ends
with their own hands.
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In the Qur'an (Surah Maryam), Allah relates the loyalty,
sincerity and the fear the messengers felt for Allah and then
informs us of how the generations coming after them lost
their faith completely. They drifted because of their whims
and desires and became deprived of all their values. The
verses about these people are as follows:

Those are some of the Prophets Allah has blessed, from
the descendants of Adam and from those We carried with
Nuh, and from the descendants of Ibrahim and Isra'il and
from those We guided and chose. When the signs of the
All-Merciful were recited to them, they fell on their faces,
weeping in prostration. An evil generation succeeded them
who neglected the prayers and followed their appetites.
They will plunge into the Valley of Evil. (Surah Maryam:
58-59)

Those people who neglected their divine responsibilities
suffered Allah's wrath expressed in various disasters. Allah
withdrew His favour from these people. In accordance with
the verse " But if anyone turns away from My reminder, his
life will be a dark and narrow one..." (Surah Ta Ha: 124),
they suffered from different afflictions such as scarcity and
social and economic problems arising from their moral
degeneration and political instability.

Under the prevalent disbelieving systems (systems of
kufr), these people who were insolent towards the divine
revelation were exposed to various pressures and injustices.
The period of Pharaoh (Fir'awn) is a typical example recount-
ed in the Qur'an. Exulting in his affluence, Pharaoh led an
extravagant life and his people suffered under his tyranny.

This situation is revealed in one verse as thus:

17
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Pharaoh exalted himself arrogantly in the land and

divided its people into camps, oppressing one group

of them by slaughtering their sons and letting their

women live. He was one of the corrupters. (Surat al-

Qasas: 4)

Under such circumstances where people suffer economic
and social problems under the tyranny of unjust leaders, a
need for a saviour is profoundly felt. This is the person who
removes the unfavourable aspects of the system caused by
the disbelief (kufr) of the ruler and his people and brings the
peace, justice and security which come along with obedience
to Allah and His Messenger.

After the Prophet Musa (as), the Children of Israel also
faced the same difficulties under the rule of tyrants. They
were driven from their homes and lands and suffered
intensely. Realising that neither the idols they worshipped,
nor their possessions, nor ancestors would save them from
such undesirable circumstances, they asked for a king from
Allah; a saviour who would save them from this cruel sys-
tem. Allah answered the call of these people and sent them
Talut (Saul in the Bible). Allah revealed in Surat al-Baqara:
What do you think about the council of the tribe of
Israel after Musa's time when they said to one of
their Prophets, "Give us a king and we will fight in
the way of Allah?" He said, "Is it not possible that if
fighting were prescribed for you, you would not
fight?" They said, "how could we not fight in the
way of Allah when we have been driven from our
homes and children?" But then when fighting was
prescribed for them, they turned their backs — except
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for a few of them. Allah knows the wrongdoers.
(Surat al-Baqara: 246)

"You Will Not Find Any Changing in
the Pattern of Allah"

From the stories related in the Qur'an, we understand
that almost the same thing befell past civilisations that revolt-
ed against their messengers. The circumstances under which
people led their lives, the sending of messengers to warn
them and their destruction all follow the same pattern.

Modern societies also undergo rapid corruption and
degeneration. Poverty, misery and disorder throw the lives of
people into complete disarray and make them wish for a
peaceful life where virtue prevails. Apparently, justice can
prevail only if the values of the Qur'an becomes predominant
among people. Only people having real values can bring
solutions to all the trouble that people experience today.
Indeed, Allah sent prophets and messengers to the earlier
generations who experienced similar social depressions, and
He sometimes granted amazing wealth and splendour to
those who followed the messengers. This is related in the fol-
lowing verse:

If only the people of the cities had had faith and

feared, We would have opened up to them blessings

from heaven and earth. But they denied the truth so

We seized them for what they earned. (Surat al-

A'raf: 96)

This verse, as well as many others confirming it, reveals

that the one and only way to attain bliss and peace is adher-

19
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ence to Islam. This principle will apply to coming genera-
tions as it did to previous ones. In places bereft of Islam,
injustice, insecurity and instability prevail. This is the law of
Allah. That there exists no change in the law of Allah is stated
as follows in the Qur'an:
... But then when a warner did come to them, it only
increased their aversion, shown by their arrogance
in the land and evil plotting. But evil plotting
envelopes only those who do it. Do they expect any-
thing but the pattern of previous peoples? You will
not find any changing in the pattern of Allah. You

will not find any alteration in the pattern of Allah.
(Surah Fatir: 42-43)

Living Islam According to the Qur'an

As mentioned in the previous section, that Allah sends
prophets and messengers to communities for their deliver-
ance from disbelief and injustice is something the Qur'an
informs us about. This prophet or messenger leads his people
to believe (have iman) in Allah without ascribing partners to
Him, and to fear Him. If the community persists in denial, he
warns them of Allah's wrath. Allah tells in the Qur'an that He
destroys no tribe before this warning is delivered:

We have never destroyed a city without giving it

prior warning as a reminder. We were never unjust.

(Surat ash-Shu'ara: 208-209)

In the age in which we live, one observes degeneration,
both physical and spiritual, in society at large accompanied

by economic and political instability. Huge gaps exist
between poor and rich, and social corruption steadily esca-
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lates. The Qur'an reminds man that after and even during
such dark periods, Allah always shows the way to salvation
to those who earnestly desire it. This way, Islam will certain-
ly be experienced over the entire world and the true religion
will supersede all pagan religions. To His true believers
(muminun), Allah gives the good tidings of this in Surah at-
Tawba as follows:

But Allah refuses to do other than perfect His Light,
even though the unbelievers detest it. It is He who
sent His Messenger with guidance and the Religion
of Truth to exalt it over every other religion, even
though those who associate partners with Allah
(mushrikun) detest it. (Surat at-Tawba: 32-33)

In Surat an-Nur, Allah informs his true believers who
engage in "right actions" without associating partners with
Him and who purely seek His good pleasure, that they will
attain power, as preceding believers always did, as below:

Allah has promised those of you who believe and do

right actions that He will make them successors in

the land as He made those before them successors,
and firmly establish for them their religion with
which He is pleased and give them, in place of their
fear, security. "They worship Me, not associating
anything with Me." Any who disbelieve after that,

such people are deviators. (Surat an-Nur: 55)

One point deserves mention here. In the above verse, the
requisite for the diffusion of Islam is given; the existence of
believers who are purely slaves of Allah without ascribing
partners to Him and who engage in good deeds in His way...
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The Expected Saviour

What has been related so far is the following: in every age,
Allah answered the call of His slaves who desperately needed
His help. This also holds true for this age and for the future. As
it was the case with the earlier ages, in our day, too, it is expect-
ed that Allah will save people from the injustice of the system
of disbelief and present them with the beauties of Islam.

It is especially expected that the Islamic world will find a
way out of the corruption it experiences today and the sincere
believers will communicate the values of Islam to the whole
world. Surely, as in every age, today people hope that a saviour
will appear. This saviour, that will take mankind from the
"darkness to the light," is the religion of Islam. The people lead-
ing the way to live by these superior values will defeat all the
systems that deny Allah, and they will render corrupted ide-
ologies invalid.

In brief, Allah will help each people as He did in previous
ages. Allah promises this to His slaves who sincerely turn to
Him and have deep fear of Him thus:

Those who were expelled from their homes without

any right merely for saying, "Our Lord is Allah" If

Allah had not driven some people back by means of

others, monasteries, churches, synagogues and

mosques, where Allah's name is mentioned much,
would have been pulled down and destroyed. Allah
will certainly help those who help Him - Allah is all-

Strong, Almighty, those who, if We establish them

firmly on the earth, will establish prayer and pay the
poor-due, and command what is right and forbid what
is wrong. The end result of all affairs is with Allah.
(Surat al-Hajj: 40-41)
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JESUS (AS),

SON OF MARYAM (AS),
IN THE QUR'AN

n this section, we will examine the details regard-

ing the second coming of Jesus (as) provided in

the most reliable sources. The first of these
sources is definitely the Qur'an, the unaltered Speech of
Allah, as expressed in the Qur'an, "No one can change His
words." (Surat al-An'am 115), and the second is the Sunnah
of the Last Messenger of Allah, Muhammad, may Allah bless
him and grant him peace. The Qur'an provides detailed
information about many stages of Jesus' (as) life including his
birth, his being raised to the presence of Allah, his second
coming and his death.

Jesus (as), who lived 2000 years ago, is a blessed messen-
ger of Allah. He is of high esteem both in this world and the
hereafter, as the Qur'an informs us. The true religion brought
by him remains today, albeit merely in name. That is because,
the original teaching communicated by Jesus (as) is distorted
today. The book Allah revealed to Jesus (as), too, remains in
our day only in name. Today, the original text of this book is
not available. Christian sources have undergone various
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alterations and distortions. Consequently today; it is unlikely
that we can obtain true knowledge regarding Jesus (as) from
Christian sources.

The only sources from which we can have accurate
knowledge about Jesus (as) are the Qur'an, the book Allah
assures He will keep unchanged until the Day of Judgement,
and the Sunnah of His Messenger Muhammad (saas). In the
Qur'an, Allah gives an account of the birth and life of Jesus
(as), some incidents he met in his life, the people surrounding
him and many other subjects related to him. Furthermore,
the Qur'anic verses also inform us about the life of Maryam
before she gave birth to Jesus (as), how she became pregnant
in a miraculous way and the reactions of the people sur-
rounding her to this incident. Moreover, Allah gives the good
tidings that Jesus (as) will come to earth for a second time in
the end times. In this section, you will find some of the infor-
mation given in the Qur'an about Jesus (as).

The Birth of Maryam and the
Way She Was Raised

Maryam, who was chosen to give birth to Jesus (as), was
born at a time of disorder when the Children of Israel placed
all their hopes on a Messiah's coming. Allah specially chose
Maryam for this blessed duty and brought her up according-
ly. Maryam came from a noble family, the family of Tmran.
Allah chose this family over all people.

The members of the family of Tmran were known to be
people having deep faith in Allah. They turned to Him while
doing all their deeds and meticulously observed His limits.
When 'Imran's wife learned that she was pregnant, she
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turned to her Creator and prayed, and she devoted what was
in her womb to the service of Allah. Allah gives an account of
this in the Qur'an:
Remember when the wife of 'Imran said, "my Lord, I
have pledged to You what is in my womb, devoting
it to Your service. Please accept my prayer. You are
the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing." When she gave
birth, she said, "My Lord! I have given birth to a girl"
- and Allah knew very well what she had given
birth to, male and female are not the same — "and I
have named her Maryam and placed her and her
children in Your safekeeping from the accursed
shaytan." (Surah Al 'Imran: 35-36)

When Maryam was born, Imran's wife sought only the
good pleasure of Allah. She turned to Allah and placed
Maryam and her children in His safekeeping from the
accursed shaytan. In return for her sincerity and prayer,
Allah gave Maryam noble virtues. In the Qur'an, Allah
explains how Maryam was brought up under His protection
and meticulous care. "Her Lord accepted her with approval
and made her grow in health and beauty." (Surah Al Imran:
37) Zakariyya (Zachariah) became Maryam's guardian and
during the time she spent with him, he realised that she was
favoured with exceptional qualities. Moreover, Allah showed
her many favours "without any reckoning":

... Every time Zakariyya visited her in the Upper

Room, he found food with her. He said, "Maryam,

how did you come by this?" She said, "It is from

Allah. Allah provides for whomever He wills with-

out any reckoning." (Surah Al 'Imran: 37)
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Just as Allah chose the family of TImran, He also chose
Maryam, a member of ITmran's family, and provided her with
an exceptional upbringing. Allah purified Maryam and chose
her over all other women. This attribute of hers is stated in
the Qur'an as follows:

And when the angels said, "Maryam, Allah has cho-

sen you and purified you. He has chosen you over

all other women. Maryam, obey your Lord and pros-
trate and bow with those who bow." (Surah Al

'Imran: 42-43)

In the community in which she lived, Maryam became a
person known for the loyalty and sincerity she showed to
Allah. She is especially distinguished as a woman "who guard-
ed her chastity." In Surat at-Tahrim, we find an account of this:

Maryam, the daughter of 'Imran, who guarded her

chastity — We breathed Our Spirit into her and she

confirmed the Words of her Lord and His Book and

was one of the obedient. (Surat at-Tahrim: 12)

Jesus (as) Was Born Without a Father

One of the greatest miracles regarding Jesus is the manner
in which Maryam became pregnant. The Qur'an gives a great
many details on this subject. The way that Gabriel (Jibril)
appeared to her is described in these terms in Surah Maryam:
Mention Maryam in the Book, how she withdrew
from her people to an eastern place, and veiled her-
self from them. Then We sent Our Spirit to her and it
took on for her the form of a well-made man. (Surah
Maryam: 16-17)
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As we are informed in the verses above, in one of the
phases of her life, Maryam withdrew from her people to an
eastern place and spent some part of her life there. At this
time, Gabriel appeared to her as a normal human being.
Another important matter stressed in the verses is Maryam's
modest behaviour and strong fear of Allah. The first words
she spoke when seeing Gabriel were:

'I seek refuge from you with the All-Merciful if you

have tagwa.' (Surah Maryam: 18)

Yet, Gabriel introduced himself and explained that he
was a messenger sent by Allah to give her glad tidings. The
verses report Gabriel's reply as being;:

'l am only your Lord's messenger so that He can give

you a pure boy.' (Surah Maryam: 19)

When the angels said, "Maryam, your Lord gives
you good news of a Word from Him. His name is the
Messiah, 'Isa, son of Maryam of high esteem in the
world and the hereafter, and one of those brought

near." (Surah Al 'Imran: 45)

Upon these glad tidings, Maryam raised the question of
how she could have a son when no man had ever touched
her:

She said, "How can I have a boy when no one has
touched me and I am not an unchaste woman?" He
said, "It will be so! Your Lord says, 'That is easy for
Me. It is so that We can make him a Sign for
mankind and a mercy from Us.' It is a matter already
decreed." So she conceived him and withdrew with
him to a distant place. (Surah Maryam: 20-22)
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She said, "My Lord! How can I have a son when no
one has ever touched me?" He said, "It will be so."
Allah creates whatever He wills. When He decides
on something, He just says to it, 'Be!' and it is."
(Surah Al 'Imran: 47)

As can be seen from the above verses, Gabriel gave
Maryam the glad tidings that she was with child and told her
"Allah just says to it, 'Be!' and it is." Maryam had never been
touched by a man. In other words, Jesus did not come into the
world in the normal way in which children are created. This is
just one of the miracles that Jesus experienced during his life
and will experience when he returns to earth for a second time.

During the time Maryam remained in the "distant place",
Allah supported her both physically and materially. She was
totally under His protection and care during her pregnancy.
Allah especially took care of all her needs. Meanwhile, by
making her settle in a secluded place, Allah prevented all the
harm that people devoid of understanding of this situation
were likely to do her.

Jesus (as) Is a Word of Allah

In the Qur'an Allah draws our attention to the fact that,
from his birth to death, Jesus (as) was very different from all
other men on earth. The Qur'an confirms his virgin birth, a
type of creation with which we are not familiar. Before Jesus
was born, Allah informed his mother about many of Jesus'
(as) attributes including that he was sent as a Messiah to the
Children of Israel. He was also declared "a Word from Allah":

... The Messiah, 'Isa, son of Maryam, was only the
Messenger of Allah and His Word, which He cast
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into Maryam, and a Spirit from Him... (Surat an-

Nisa: 171)

When the angels said, "Maryam, your Lord gives

you good news of a Word from Him. His name is the

Messiah, 'Isa, son of Maryam of high esteem in the

world and the Hereafter, and one of those brought

near. (Surah Al 'Imran: 45)

Allah gave him his name before his birth, as He did with
Yahya (John) (as). Allah gave him the name the Messiah,
Jesus, the son of Maryam. This is one of the most explicit
indications that Jesus (as) was created differently from other
people.

Indeed, just like his birth, the miracles he displayed
throughout his life, and the way he was raised up to the pres-
ence of Allah are signs of his difference from other people.

Birth of Jesus (as)

As is well known, birth is a very difficult process demand-
ing much care. Delivering a baby without the assistance of an
experienced person and due medical care is difficult. Howev-
er, Maryam, all alone, succeeded in delivering a baby, thanks
to her loyalty to Allah and the trust she put in Him.

While feeling severe labour pains, Allah inspired Maryam
and instructed her in each step. In this way, she delivered her
baby effortlessly and in the best circumstances. This was a
great favour shown to Maryam:

The pains of labour drove her to the trunk of a date

palm. She said, "Oh if only I had died and was

something discarded and forgotten!"

A voice called out to her from under her, "Do not
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grieve! Your Lord has placed a small stream at your
feet. Shake the trunk of the palm towards you and
fresh, ripe dates will drop down onto you.

Eat and drink and delight your eyes. If you should
see anyone at all, just say, 'l have made a vow of
abstinence to the All-Merciful and today I will not
speak to any human being."" (Surah Maryam: 23-26)

Jesus (as) Spoke While Still in the Cradle

And she (Maryam) who guarded her chastity. We

breathed in her some of Our Spirit and made her

and her son a Sign for all the worlds. (Surat al-

Anbiya: 91)

One of the incidents with which Allah tested the people
of Maryam is the birth of Jesus (as). This birth, which was an
unusual event for people, was a test both for Maryam and
her people. In reality, the way Jesus (as) was born was a mir-
acle Allah employed to summon people to true faith and one
of the most explicit evidences of the existence of Allah. Yet,
her people failed to grasp it and were suspicious. This subject
is mentioned in the Qur'an thus:

She brought him to her people, carrying him. They

said, "Maryam! You have done an unthinkable

thing! Sister of Harun (Aaron), your father was not

an evil man nor was your mother an unchaste

woman!" (Surah Maryam: 27-28)

As explained in the verses above, upon Maryam's return
from the distant place with Jesus (as), her people did not let
her make an explanation. They simply slandered Maryam in
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an ugly manner. However, those who spread these slanders
about Maryam knew her almost from the day she was born
and were aware of her purity and piety (taqwa), like the
other members of the family of Tmran.

Surely, these slanders were a test for Maryam. It was
apparent that a person, so pure and pious, would not act as
alleged. This was only a test for Maryam. From the time
Maryam was born, Allah always helped her and turned
everything she did to good. Maryam, in return, knew that
every incident happens by the Will of Allah and only Allah
could prove the groundless nature of these slanders.

Indeed, Allah provided comfort to Maryam and inspired
her to remain quiet. Allah instructed her not to speak with
her people but to point to Jesus (as), if they ever approached
her and attempted to make accusations. This way, Maryam
avoided any trouble such a discussion was likely to create.
The one who would provide the most accurate answers to the
people was Jesus (as). When Allah gave the good tidings of
the birth of Jesus (as) to Maryam, He also informed her that
he would speak clearly while he was still in his cradle:

He will speak to people in the cradle, and also when

fully grown, and will be one of the righteous. (Surah
Al 'Imran: 46)

Thus Allah made things easier for Maryam and provided
the true explanation to the people through the words of Jesus
(as). With such a miracle, the disbelief of the people sur-
rounding Maryam simply failed. We are informed in the
Qur'an as follows:

She pointed towards him. They said, "How can a

baby in the cradle speak?" He said, "I am the slave of
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Allah. He has given me the Book and made me a

Prophet. He has made me blessed wherever I am and

directed me to do prayer and pay poor-due as long as

I live, and to show devotion to my mother. He has

not made me insolent or arrogant. Peace be upon me

the day I was born, and the day I die and the day I

am raised up again alive." (Surah Maryam: 29-33)

No doubt, a baby speaking fluently in his cradle is a great
miracle. The people of Maryam were astonished on hearing
these words of wisdom from a baby in the cradle and this
occasion proved to them that his birth was a miracle. All
these miraculous incidents showed that the baby in the cra-
dle was a messenger of Allah.

This is the relief Allah provided Maryam because of the
trust she placed in Him. By showing such an astounding mir-
acle, she responded to the slanders against her. Yet, Allah
informs us that a grievous disaster awaited those who did
not dismiss their bad thoughts about Maryam despite this
miracle:

And on account of their disbelief and their utterance

of a monstrous slander against Maryam. (Surat an-

Nisa: 156)

Miracles of Jesus (as)

Jesus (as) performed many other miracles, by the permis-
sion of Allah, other than his virgin birth and his declaration
of his prophethood as a new born child in the cradle. In fact,
these two miracles are sufficient to reveal the extraordinary
nature of Jesus (as). After all, only a miracle could make a
new-born child speak so rationally and with faith:
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Remember when Allah said: "'Isa, son of Maryam,
remember My blessing to You and to your mother
when I reinforced you with the Purest Spirit so that
you could speak to people in the cradle and when
you were fully grown; and when I taught you the
Book and Wisdom..." (Surat al-Ma'idah: 110)
In the Qur'an, the miracles of Jesus (as) are related thus:
... As a Messenger to the tribe of Israel, saying: "I
have brought you a Sign from your Lord. I will cre-
ate the shape of a bird out of a clay for you and then
breathe into it and it will be a bird by Allah's per-
mission. I will heal the blind and the leper, and
bring the dead to life, by Allah's permission. I will
tell you what you eat and what you store up in your
homes. There is a Sign for you in that if you are
believers. (Surah Al 'Imran: 49)
Despite all the extraordinary events related so far, some
people arrogantly rejected the miracles of Jesus (as) and said

they were all magic.

Jesus (as) Communicates the Message,
and Some of the Difficulties He Faced

At the time Jesus (as) was sent, the people of Israel were
in complete turmoil, both in the political and the economic
sense. On one hand, there were the cruel conditions inflicted
on the public and, on the other, dissenting beliefs and sects
made life difficult. Under such conditions, people desperate-
ly needed a way out.

The Messiah for whom people waited for so long was
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Jesus (as). By the will of Allah, Jesus (as) spoke when he was
still in the cradle and thus indicated to people that the Messi-
ah they expected had arrived. From then on, many placed
their hopes in him for guidance.

Yet, there were also some people who avoided accepting
Jesus (as). Supporters of the system of disbelief of his time, es-
pecially, considered him merely a threat to their existence. That
is why they made plans to prevent him as soon as they heard
about him. To their dismay, however, their plans were doomed
to failure from the beginning. Still, this did not stop them being
avowed enemies of Jesus (as) throughout his mission.

Nevertheless, those who reacted against him were not
limited to disbelievers. During that period, for various rea-
sons, a majority of the rabbis took sides against Jesus (as)
asserting that he was abolishing their religion, and of course
by that they became disbelievers because of their opposition
to a Messenger of Allah. What Jesus (as) did, in reality, was
only to summon people to the original way, and eliminate the
false rules introduced into Judaism by the rabbis themselves.
The people of Israel distorted their religion by prohibiting
what was allowed by the original revelation and allowing
what was prohibited by it. In this way, they changed the true
way revealed by Allah entirely. Upon this, Allah sent Jesus
(as) to purify the true religion of all the innovations incorpo-
rated into it at a later stage. Jesus (as) called his people to the
Injil, which confirmed the original Torah (Tawrah) revealed
to Musa (as). The relevant verse in the Qur'an is:

I come confirming the Torah I find already there,
and to make lawful for you some of what was previ-
ously forbidden to you. So have fear of Allah and
obey me. (Surah Al 'Imran: 50)
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In another verse Allah informs us that the Injil revealed to
Jesus (as) was a guide to the true path for the believers and to
help them discern between good and evil. It was also a book
that confirmed the Torah:

And we sent 'Isa son of Maryam following in their
footsteps, confirming the Torah that came before
him. We gave him the Injil containing guidance and
light, confirming the Torah that came before it, and
as guidance and admonition for those who have
fear." (Surat al-Ma'idah: 46)

The prominent people among the Children of Israel, con-
cerned more about the rules which had become tradition,
doubted what Jesus (as) had brought. That was simply
because Jesus (as) did not stress the, by then, traditional rules
but rather summoned people to devotion to Allah, renuncia-
tion of the world, sincerity, brotherhood and honesty.
Encountering a different understanding of religion, the Jews
were frustrated by what Jesus (as) advised. In the Qur'an,
Allah gives an account of how Jesus (as) communicated the
commands of Allah:

And when 'Isa came with the Clear Signs, he said, "I
have come to you with Wisdom and to clarify for
you some of the things about which you have dif-
fered. Therefore have taqwa of (heed) Allah and
obey me. Allah is my Lord and your Lord so worship
Him. This is a straight path." The various factions
among them differed. Woe then to those who did
wrong on account of the punishment of a painful
Day! (Surat az-Zukhruf: 63-65)

The sincerity and different attitude of Jesus (as) attracted
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people's attention. The number of his adherents steadily
increased.

The Jews Claim They Killed Jesus (as)

No doubt, everyone is familiar with the allegation that
the Romans crucified Jesus (as). As the allegation goes, the
Romans and the Jewish rabbis arrested Jesus (as) and cruci-
fied him. Indeed, the Christian world embraces the belief that
Jesus (as) died but then came to life again and ascended to
heaven. However, when we refer to the Qur'an, we see that
what really happened is not as people believe:

And (on account of) their saying, "We killed (qatal-

na) the Messiah, 'Isa son of Maryam, Messenger of

Allah." They did not kill (wa ma qataloohu) him and

they did not crucify (wa ma salaboohu) him but it

was made to seem so (shubbiha) to them. Those who
argue about him are in doubt about it. They have no
real knowledge of it, just conjecture. But they cer-
tainly did not kill (wa ma qataloohu) him. (Surat an-

Nisa': 157)

In the same verse, the information mentioned below on
Jesus' ascension is given:

Allah raised him up to Himself (rafa’aahu). Allah is

Almighty, All-Wise. (Surat an-Nisa': 158)

The fact the Qur'an reveals to us is obvious. The attempts
of the Romans, provoked by the Jews to murder Jesus (as),
proved unsuccessful. The expression quoted from the above
verse "... but it was made to seem so to them" explains the
real nature of this event. Jesus (as) was not murdered but he
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was raised up to Allah's presence. Furthermore, Allah draws
our attention to the fact that those making this claim know
nothing about the truth.

How Are Prophets' Deaths Recounted in the
Qur'an?

Examination of the stories in the Qur'an that deal with
how prophets died, and the verses that describe the death of
Jesus (as), reveal an important fact about that death. In this
section we shall examine the meaning of the Arabic words
used to describe the deaths of Jesus and other prophets, and
will see how they are used in the verses.

As we shall be seeing in greater detail later, a number of
special words are used in the Qur'an to describe the deaths of
prophets, such as gataloohu (to kill), maata (to die), halaka (to
perish) and salaboohu (they crucified him). However, it is
clearly stated in the Qur'an that "They did not kill him (wa ma
gataloohu) and did not crucify him (wa ma salaboohu)," mean-
ing Jesus (as) was not killed in any way. It is emphasized that
someone who resembled Jesus (as) was put forward and that
Jesus (as) was raised to the presence of Allah.

In Surah Al 'Imran, we are informed that Allah took Jesus
(as) back and He raised him up to Him.

When Allah said, "'Isa, I will take you back

(mutawaffeeka) and raise you up (wa rafi'uka) to Me

and purify you of those who are disbelievers. And I

will place the people who follow you above those

who are disbelievers until the Day of Rising..."

(Surah Al 'Imran: 55)

The following are the ways in which the words referring
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to death in the Qur'an and the word "to cause to die" which
appears in Surah Al Tmran are used:

1. TAWAFFA: TO CAUSE TO DIE, TO TAKE IN
SLEEP OR TO TAKE BACK

The word tawaffa as used in this verse has other meanings
than simply "death" in English. A study of the Arabic equiva-
lents of the words in the verses reveals that Jesus (as) did not
die in the accepted sense. This is how his being taken back to
Allah is described in Surat al-Ma'ida, 117:

"I said to them nothing but what You ordered me to

say: 'Worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord.' I was a

witness against them as long as I remained among

them, but when You took me back to You (tawaffa),

You were the One watching over them. You are Wit-

ness of all things." (Surat al-Ma'idah: 117)

In Arabic the word that is translated in some translations
of these verses as "You have caused me to die" is "tawaffa" and
comes from the root wafa — to fulfil. Tawaffa does not actually
mean "death" but the act of "taking the self back" either in
sleep, in death or as in the case of Jesus being taken back into
the presence of Allah. From the Qur'an again, we understand
that "taking the self back” does not necessarily mean death.
For instance in a verse in which the word tawaffa is used, it is
not the death of a human being that is meant but "taking back
his self in his sleep™:

It is He Who takes you back to Himself (yatawaf-

fakum) at night, while knowing the things you per-

petrate by day, and then wakes you up again, so that

a specified term may be fulfilled... (Surat al-An'am:
60)
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The word used for "take back" in this verse is the same as
the one used in Surah Al 'Imran 55. In other words, in the
verse above, the word tawaffa is used and it is obvious that
one does not die in one's sleep. Therefore, what is meant here
is, again, "taking the self back."

The same word is used in the verse below as follows:

Allah takes back people's selves (tawaffa) when
their death (mawtiha) arrives and those who have

not yet died, while they are asleep (lam tamut). He

keeps hold of those whose death (mawt) has been
decreed and sends the others back for a specified

term... (Surat az-Zumar: 42)

As these verses suggest, Allah takes back the self of the
one who is asleep, yet He sends back the selves of those
whose deaths have yet not been decreed. In this context, in
one's sleep one does not die, in the sense in which we per-
ceive death. Only for a temporary period, the self leaves the
body and remains in another dimension. When we wake up,
the self returns to the body. (Prof. Suleyman Ates, Yuce
Kur'an'in Cagdas Tefsiri (The Contemporary Tafsir of the Holy
Qur'an))

Imam al-Qurtubi makes clear that there are three mean-
ings to the term wafat which is from the same root as tawaffa:
the wafat of death, the wafat of sleep, and last, the wafat of
being raised up to Allah, as in the case of Sayyiduna 'Isa (as).

2) QATALA: TO KILL

The word generally used for "to kill" when speaking of
death in the Qur'an is the Arabic word gatala. The word is

39
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used in this way in Surat al-Mu'min:
Pharaoh said, "Let me kill Musa and let him call
upon his Lord! I am afraid that he may change your
religion and bring about corruption in the land."
(Surat al-Mu'min: 26)
The expression "let me kill Musa" in the verse appears in
the Arabic form agtulu Musa. That word comes from the verb
gatala. In another verse, the same word is used in this way:

... (That was because they) killed (yagqtuloona) the
Prophets without any right to do so. (Surat al-
Bagqara: 61)

The words "they killed" in the verse appear as yagtuloona
in the original Arabic, which again derives from the verb
gatala. And as the translation makes quite clear, it means "to
kilL."

It is clear how the verb gatala is used in the following
verses that describe the death of prophets. All the words
whose meaning appears in brackets derive from the verb
gatala.

... We will write down what they said and their

killing (wa gatlahum) of the Prophets without any

right to do so... (Surah Al 'Imran: 181)

... Did you grow arrogant, and deny some of them
and murder (taqtuloona) others? (Surat al-Baqara:
87)

... Say, "Why then, if you are muminun, did you pre-
viously kill (tagtuloona) the Prophets of Allah?"
(Surat al-Baqara: 91)

As for those who reject Allah's Signs, and kill (yag-
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tuloona) the Prophets without any right to do so, and
kill (yaqtuloona) those who command justice...
(Surah Al 'Imran: 21)

... So why did you kill them (qataltumoohum) if you
are telling the truth? (Surah Al 'Imran: 183)

... The one said, "I shall kill you (la aqtulannaka)." ...
(Surat al-Ma'ida: 27)

Even if you do raise your hand against me to kill me
(li taqtulanee), I am not going to raise my hand
against you to kill you (li aqtulaka) ... (Surat al-Ma'i-
da: 28)

"Kill (ugtuloo) Yusuf or expel him to some land ..."
(Surah Yusuf: 9)

The wife of Pharaoh said, "A source of delight for
me and for you; do not kill him (la taqtuloohu)..."
(Surat al-Qasas: 9)

... "Musa, the Council are conspiring to kill you (li
yaqtulooka) ..." (Surat al-Qasas: 20)

The only answer of his (Ibrahim's) people was to
say: "Kill (uqtuloohu) him or burn him!" (Surat al-
'Ankabut: 24)

3) HALAKA: TO PERISH

Another verb used with the meaning of "to perish" in the
Qur'an is , halaka. This verb is used in verses in the sense of
"to perish, be destroyed, die". For instance, Surat al-Mu'min
34 reads:

... when he (Yusuf) died (halaka), you said, "Allah
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will never send another Messenger after him." ...

(Surat al-Mu'min: 34)

In the verse, the expression translated in English as "when
he died" is idha halaka in Arabic, used in the sense of "to die".

4) MAWT: DEATH

Another word used in the Qur'an in the context of
prophets' deaths is mawt. The word maata — he died — and
other words from the same root is used in the verses. One of
these concerns the death of the prophet Sulayman (as) in
Surah Saba'":

Then when We decreed that he should die (mawt),

nothing divulged his death (mawtihi) to them except

the worm which ate his staff ... (Surah Saba': 14)

Another word from the same root is used in reference to
the Prophet Yahya (as):

Peace be upon him the day he was born, and the day

he dies (yamootu), and the day he is raised up again

alive. (Surah Maryam: 15)

The word translated here as "when he dies" is the Arabic
word yamootu. The same word appears in verses in the con-
text of the death of the prophet Ya'qub (as). It appears in
Surat al-Bagara, for instance:

Or were you present when death (mawt) came to

Ya'qub? ... (Surat al-Baqara: 133)

The word mawt in the verse comes from the same root and
means death. In a verse about the Prophet Muhammad (saas)

the verbs qutila and maata are used at one and the same time:

Muhammad is only a Messenger and he has been
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preceded by other Messengers. If he were to die

(mata) or be killed (qutila), would you turn on your

heels? ... (Surah Al 'Imran: 144)

The word mawt which comes from the same root as mata
(to die) appears in other verses to do with the deaths of
prophets:

... She said, "Oh if only I had died (mittu) before this

time and was something discarded and forgotten!"

(Surah Maryam: 23)

We did not give any human being before you
immortality (khuld). And if you die (mitta), will they
then be immortal? (Surat al-Anbiya': 34)

"He Who will cause my death (yumeetunee), then
give me life." (Surat ash-Shu'ara": 81)

5) KHALID: IMMORTAL

Another word that appears in verses without directly
meaning "to die" or "to kill" but which means "immortality"
is khalid. The meaning of khalid is along the lines of being
permanent. The word khalid is used in that sense in Surat al-
Anbiya':

We did not give them bodies which did not eat food,

nor were they immortal (khalideena). (Surat al-

Anbiya': 8)

6) SALABA: TO CRUCIFY

One of the words used in the Qur'an when speaking of
the death of prophets and others is the verb salaba (to crucify).
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The verb carries meanings such as "to crucify, hang, and exe-
cute." The verb is used in verses as follows:

... They did not kill him and they did not crucify him
(wa ma salaboohu)... (Surat an-Nisa': 157)

... (Yusuf said,) One of you will serve his lord with
wine, the other of you will be crucified (yuslabu)...
(Surah Yusuf: 41)

... they should be killed or crucified (yusallaboo)...
(Surat al-Ma'ida: 33)

(Pharaoh said,) "I will cut off your alternate hands
and feet and then I will crucify (la usallibannakum)
every one of you." (Surat al-A'raf: 124)

... (Pharaoh said,) "I will cut off your hands and feet
alternately and have you crucified (wa la usalliban-
nakum) ..." (Surah Ta Ha: 71)

... (Pharaoh said,) "I will cut off your alternate hands
and feet and I will crucify (wa la usallibannakum)
every one of you." (Surat ash-Shu'ara': 49)

As can be seen from the verses, very different words are
used in verses dealing with the wafat of Jesus (as) and the
death of other prophets. Allah has revealed in the Qur'an that
Jesus (as) was not killed, nor crucified, that someone who
resembled him was shown in his place, and that he was taken
back (in other words that his soul was taken). While the word
tawaffa meaning "to take the soul" is used in the context of
Jesus (as), expressions such as, gataloohu and mata, expres-
sions of normal death, are used to refer to other prophets.
These facts demonstrate once again that the situation of Jesus
(as) is an extraordinary one.




JESUS (AS), SON OF MARYAM (AS), IN THE QUR'AN 45

To conclude, we can say that Jesus (as) may have been in
a special state, raised up to the presence of Allah. What he
actually experienced was not death in the sense with which
we are familiar, but merely a departure from this dimension.
Surely, Allah knows best.




THE RETURN OF JESUS
(as) TO EARTH

rom what has been related so far, it is clear that
Jesus (as) did not die but was raised to the pres-
ence of Allah. However, there is one more point
that is underlined by the Qur'an: Jesus (as) will
come back to earth.
The Qur'an explicitly declares the return of Jesus (as) to
earth. Many verses contain explicit statements regarding this
matter. The proofs revealed in the Qur'an take this form:

(1)

Surah Al Tmran 55 is one of the verses indicating that
Jesus (as) will come back:

When Allah said, "'Isa, I will take you back and raise

you up to Me and purify you of those who are disbe-

lievers. And I will place the people who follow you

above those who are disbelievers until the Day of

Rising. Then you will all return to Me, and I will
judge between you regarding the things about
which you differed. (Surah Al 'Imran: 55)

The statement in the verse, "And I will place the people

who follow you above those who are disbelievers until the
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Day of Rising" is important. Here, there is reference to a
group strictly adhering to Jesus (as) and who will be kept
above the disbelievers until the Day of Judgement. Well, who
are these adherents, then? Are they the disciples who lived in
the time of Jesus or are they the Christians of today?

Before he was raised up to Allah, the followers of Jesus
(as) were few. After his ascension, the essence of the religion
degenerated rapidly. Furthermore, the people known as the
disciples faced serious pressure throughout their lives. Dur-
ing the succeeding two centuries, having no political power,
those Christians having faith in Jesus (as) were also
oppressed. In this case, it is not possible to say that early
Christians or their successors during these periods were
physically superior to the disbelievers in the world. We
might logically think that this verse does not refer to them.

When we look at the Christians of today, on the other
hand, we notice that the essence of Christianity has changed
a lot and it is quite different from what Jesus (as) originally
brought to mankind. Christians embraced the perverted
belief that suggests that Jesus (as) is the son of God and simi-
larly held the doctrine of the trinity (The Father, Son and the
Holy Spirit). In this case, it is flawed to accept the Christians
of today as the adherents of Jesus (as). In many verses of the
Qur'an Allah states that those having faith in the trinity cer-
tainly are disbelievers:

Those who say that the Messiah, son of Maryam, is

the third of three are disbelievers. There is no god

but One God. (Surat al-Ma'idah: 73)

In this case, the commentary of the statement, "And I will
place the people who follow you above those who are disbe-
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lievers until the Day of Rising" is as follows: first, it is said
that these people are the Muslims who are the only true fol-
lowers of the authentic teachings of Jesus (as); second, it is
said that these people are the Christians, whether or not they
hold idolatrous beliefs, and that could be seen to be con-
firmed by the dominant position that nominal Christians
hold on the earth today. However, both positions will be uni-
fied by the arrival of Jesus (as), since he will abolish the
jizyah, meaning that he will not accept that Christians and
Jews live with any other religion than Islam, and so will unite
all the believers as Muslims.

The Prophet and last Messenger of Allah (saas), has also
given the glad tidings of the return of Jesus (as). The scholars
of hadith (reports and traditions on the sayings and doings of
the Prophet Muhammad) say that the hadiths on this subject,
in which Allah's Messenger (saas) said that the Prophet Jesus
(as) will descend amongst people as a leader before the Day
of Judgement have reached the status of mutawatir. That
means that they have been narrated by so many people from
each generation from such a large group of the Companions
that there can be no possible doubt of their authenticity. For

example:

Abu Hurairah (ra) narrated that Allah’s Messenger, peace
be upon him, said, "By the One in Whose hand is my self,
definitely the son of Maryam will soon descend among you
as a just judge, and he will break the cross, kill the pig and
abolish the jizyah, and wealth will be so abundant that no
one will accept it, until a single prostration will be better
than the world and everything in it. (Sahih al-Bukhari)
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Jabir ibn "Abdullah said, "I heard the Prophet, may Allah
bless him and grant him peace, saying, 'A party of my
ummah will never stop fighting for the truth victoriously
until the Day of Rising.” He said, "Then 'Isa ibn Maryam,
peace be upon him, will descend and their amir will say,
"Come and lead us in prayer,” but he will say, "No! some of
you are amirs over others,” as Allah’s showing honour to
this ummah.”" (Sahih Muslim)

Abu Hurairah (ra) narrated, "The Prophet, peace be upon
him, said: "There is no prophet between me and him, that is,
‘Isa, peace be upon him. He will descend (to the earth).
When you see him, recognise him: a man of medium height,
reddish fair, wearing two light yellow garments, looking as
if drops were falling down from his head though it will not
be wet. He will fight the people for the cause of Islam. He
will break the cross, kill the pig, and abolish the jizyah.
Allah will cause to perish all religions except Islam. He will
destroy the Dajjal and will live on the earth for forty years
and then he will die. The Muslims will pray over him.""
(Abu Dawud)

(2)

Earlier in this section, we analysed verses 157-158 of Surat
an-Nisa'. Just after these verses Allah states the following in
Surat an-Nisa 159:

There is not one of the People of the Book who will

not believe in him before he dies; and on the Day of
Rising he will be a witness against them. (Surat an
Nisa'": 159)
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The statement above "who will not believe in him
before he dies" is important. The Arabic text of this sentence
reads: Wa-in min ahli’l-kitabi illa la yuminanna bihi qabla mawti-
hi.

Some scholars stated that the "him/it" in this verse is
used for the Qur'an and thus made the following interpreta-
tion: There will be no one from the people of the Book who
will not have faith in the Qur'an before he (a person from the
people of the Book) dies.

Nevertheless, in verses 157 and 158, which are the two
verses preceding this verse, the same "him" is undoubtedly
used for Jesus (as).

Surat an-Nisa' 157:

And (on account of) their saying, "We killed the

Messiah, 'Isa son of Maryam, Messenger of Allah."

They did not kill him and they did not crucify him

but it was made to seem so to them. Those who

argue about him are in doubt about it. They have no
real knowledge of it, just conjecture. But they cer-
tainly did not kill him.

Surat an-Nisa' 158:

Allah raised him up to Himself. Allah is Almighty,
All-Wise.

Just after these verses in Surat an-Nisa 159, there is no evi-

dence indicating that "him" is used to imply someone other
than Jesus (as).

Surat an-Nisa' 159:

There is not one of the People of the Book who will
not believe in him before he dies; and on the Day of

Rising he will be a witness against them.
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In the Qur'an, Allah informs us that on the Day of Judge-
ment, the "tongues and hands and feet will testify against
them about what they were doing" (Surat an-Nur: 24 and
Surah Yasin: 65). From Surah Fussilat 20-23, we learn that
"hearing, sight and skin will testify against us." In none of
the verses however, is there reference to "the Qur'an as a wit-
ness'". If we accept that the "him" or "it" in the first sentence
refers to the Qur'an — though grammatically or logically we
have no evidence whatsoever — then we should also accept
that the "he" in the second statement also refers to the Qur'an.
To accept this however, there should be an explicit verse con-
firming this view. However, the commentator Ibn Juzayy
does not mention the possibility of the Qur'an being the
"him" referred to, and Ibn Juzayy transmitted the views of all
the major commentators in his work.

When we refer to the Qur'an, we see that when the same
personal pronoun is used for the Qur'an, there is generally
mention of the Qur'an before and after that specific verse as
in the cases of Surat an-Naml: 77 and Surat ash-Shu'ara: 192-
196. The verse straightforwardly defines that People of the
Book will have faith in Jesus (as) and that he (Jesus (as)) will
be a witness against them.

The second point is about the interpretation of the expres-
sion "before he dies." Some think this is "having faith in Jesus
(as) before their own death." According to this interpretation
everyone from the people of the Book will definitely believe
in Jesus (as) before he/she faces their own death. In Jesus'
time however, Jews who are defined as the people of the
Book not only did not have faith in Jesus but also attempted
to kill him. On the other hand, it would be unreasonable to
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say that Jews and Christians who lived and died after the
time of Jesus had faith — the type of faith described in the
Qur'an —in him.

To conclude, when we make a careful evaluation of the
verse, we arrive at the following conclusion: Before Jesus' (as)
death, all the People of the Book will have faith in him. (Tafsir
of Omer Nasuhi Bilmen)

In its real sense, the verse reveals plain facts, which are:

Firstly, it is evident that the verse refers to the future
because there is mention of the death of Jesus (as). Yet, Jesus
(as) did not die but was raised up to the presence of Allah.
Jesus (as) will come to earth again, he will live for a specified
time and then die. Secondly, all the people of the Book will
have faith in him. This is an event which has yet not
occurred, but which will definitely happen in the future.

Consequently, by the expression "before he dies", there is
a reference to Jesus (as). The People of the Book will see him,
know him and obey him while he is alive. Meanwhile, Jesus
(as) will bear witness against them on the Last Day. Allah
surely knows best.

(3)

That Jesus (as) will come back to earth towards the end of
time is related in another verse in Surat az-Zukhruf 61.
Starting from az-Zukhruf 57, there is reference to Jesus (as):

When an example is made of the son of Maryam

('Isa) your people laugh uproariously. They retort,
"Who is better then, our gods or him?" They only say
this to you for argument's sake. They are indeed a
disputatious people.
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He is only a slave on whom We bestowed Our bless-

ing and whom We made an example for the tribe of

Israel.

If We wished, We could appoint angels in exchange

for you to succeed you on the earth. (Surat az-

Zukhruf: 57-60)

Just after these verses, Allah declares that Jesus (as) is a
sign of the Day of Judgement.

He is a Sign of the Hour. Have no doubt about it. But

follow me. This is a straight path. (Surat az-Zukhruf:
61)

Ibn Juzayy says that the first meaning of this verse is that
Jesus (as) is a sign or a precondition of the Last Hour. We can
say that this verse is a clear indication that Jesus (as) will
come back to earth at the end times. That is because Jesus (as)
lived approximately six centuries before the revelation of the
Qur'an. Consequently, we cannot interpret his first coming as
a sign of the Day of Judgement. What this verse actually indi-
cates is that Jesus (as) will come back to earth towards the
end of time, that is to say, during the last period of time
before the Day of Judgement and this will be a sign for the
Day of Judgement. Allah surely knows the best.

The Arabic of the verse "He is a Sign of the Hour" is
Innahu la 'ilmun li's-sa'ati... Some people interpret the pro-
noun hu (he) in this verse as the Qur'an. However, the pre-
ceding verses explicitly indicate that Jesus (as) is mentioned
in the verse: "He is only a slave on whom We bestowed Our
blessing and whom We made an example for the tribe of
Israel." (Prof. Suleyman Ates, Yuce Kur'an'in Cagdas Tefsiri
(The Contemporary Tafsir of the Holy Qur'an), vol. 6, p. 4281)
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Those who cite this pronoun as referring to the Qur'an go
on to quote the next part of the verse "Have no doubt about
it. But follow me" as evidence. However, the verses preceding
this one refer totally to Jesus (as). For this reason, it appears
that the pronoun hu is linked to those preceding verses and
also refers to Jesus (as). In fact, great Islamic scholars declare
that to be the case, based on the use of the pronoun both in
the Qur'an and in the hadith. Muhammad Hamdi Yazir of
Elmali offers the following explanation in his commentary:

The statement in the verse, "He is a sign of the hour" is an
indication that the Hour will come and the dead will be res-
urrected and stand up. Jesus, both with his return to earth
and his miracle of resurrecting the dead and also with his
prophesying the rise of the dead is a sign of the Hour. It is
also reported in the hadith that he is a sign of the Last Day.

In Sahih Muslim, it is also stated that the hadiths in which
it is said that the Prophet Jesus (as) will descend amongst
people at the end of time have reached the degree of being
mutawatir, i.e. narrated by so many people in each genera-
tion that it is not possible to have any doubt of their authen-
ticity, and that it is counted as one of the major signs of the
Day of Rising. (Sahih Muslim, 2/58)

Hudhayfah ibn Usayd al-Ghifari said, "The Messenger of
Allah (saas) came to us all of a sudden as we were (busy in a
discussion). He said: "What are you discussing? " We said:
"We are discussing the Last Hour.” Thereupon he said: ‘It
will not come until you see ten signs before it’ — and (in this
connection) he made mention of the smoke, the Dajjal, the
beast, the rising of the sun from the west, the descent of ‘Isa
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the son of Maryam (as), Yajuj and Majuj, and landslides in
three places, one in the east, one in the west and one in Ara-
bia at the end of which fire will burn forth from the Yemen,
and drive people to the place of their assembly.” (Sahih Mus-
lim)

4)

Other verses indicating the second coming of the Jesus
(as) are the following;

When the angels said, "Maryam, your Lord gives
you good news of a Word from Him. His name is the
Messiah, 'Isa, son of Maryam of high esteem in this
world and the hereafter, and one of those brought
near. He will speak to people in the cradle, and also
when fully grown, and will be one of the righteous,"
she said, "My Lord! How can I have a son when no
man has ever touched me?"

He said, "It will be so. Allah creates whatever He
wills. When He decides on something He just says
to it, 'Be!' and it is. He will teach him the Book and
Wisdom, and the Torah and the Injil..." (Surah Al
'Imran: 45-48)

In the verse, it is heralded that Allah would instruct Jesus
(as) about the Injil, the Torah and the "Book." No doubt, this
book in question is very important. We come across the same
expression in the Surat al-Ma'idah 110:

Remember when Allah said: "'Isa, son of Maryam,

remember My blessing to you and to your mother

when I reinforced you with the Purest Spirit so that
you could speak to people in the cradle and when

e L
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you were fully grown; and when I taught you the

Book and Wisdom, and the Torah and the Injil; and

when you created a bird-shape out of clay by My

permission..." (Surat al-Ma'idah: 110)

When we analyse the "Book" in both of the verses, we see
that it may indicate the Qur'an. In the verses, it is stated that
the Qur'an is the last divine book sent apart from the Torah,
the Zabur and the Injil. Besides, in another verse in the
Qur'an, next to the Torah and the Injil, the word "Book" is
used to indicate the Qur'an.

Allah, there is no god but Him, the Living, the Self-

Sustaining. He has sent down the Book to you with

truth, confirming what has there before it. And He

sent down the Torah and the Injil, previously...

(Surah Al 'Imran: 2-3)

Other verses in which "book" refers to the Qur'an reads:

When a Book does come to them from Allah, con-

firming what is with them — even though before that

they were praying for victory over the unbelievers —
yet when what they recognise does come to them,
they reject it. Allah's curse is on the unbelievers.

(Surat al-Baqara: 89)

For this We sent a Messenger to you from among you

to recite Our Signs to you and purify you and teach

you the Book and Wisdom and teach you things you

did not know before. (Surat al-Baqara: 151)

In this case, we may well consider that the third book that
will be taught to Jesus (as) will be the Qur'an and we could
assume that this will be possible only if he comes to earth at
the end of time. Jesus (as) lived approximately 600 years
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before the revelation of the Qur'an. When we look at the
hadiths of our Prophet (saas), we understand that when the
Prophet Jesus (as) comes for the second time, he will com-
mand with the Qur'an, not the Injil. This indeed conforms
exactly with the meaning in the verse. Surely Allah knows
the best.

This is also explained in a hadith:

Abu Hurairah (ra) narrated that Allah’s Messenger, peace
be upon him, said, "By the One in Whose hand is my self,
definitely the son of Maryam will soon descend among you
as a just judge, and he will break the cross, kill the pig and
abolish the jizyah, and wealth will be so abundant that no
one will accept it, until a single prostration will be better
than the world and everything in it. (Sahih al-Bukhari)

The 'ulama (Islamic scholars) say that the meaning in this
hadith of his acting as a just judge/ruler is that he will judge
by the shari'ah of Islam, i.e. by the judgements in the Book of
Allah, the Qur'an, and in the Sunnah of the Last Messenger of
Allah, Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him
peace. Allah surely knows best.

(5)

Allah tells about the death of Jesus (as) in one verse in
Surah Maryam as follows:

('Isa said,) Peace be upon me the day I was born, and

the day I die and the day I am raised up again alive.

(Surah Maryam: 33)

When we consider this verse together with Al Tmran 55,
it indicates a very important truth. In the verse in Surah Al

57
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'Imran it is stated that Jesus (as) was raised up to the presence
of Allah. No information is given in this verse about death or
killing. Yet in Surah Maryam 33 information is given about
the day when Jesus (as) will die. That second death can only
be possible if Jesus (as) dies after returning to and living on

earth. Only Allah knows for certain.

(6)
Another piece of evidence about Jesus (as) returning to
earth appears in verse 110 in Surat al-Ma'ida and in Surah Al

'Imran 46 in the form of the word kahlan. The verses say:

Remember when Allah said, " 'Isa, son of Maryam,
remember My blessing to you and to your mother
when I reinforced you with the Purest Ruh (Spirit)
so that you could speak to people in the cradle and
when you were fully grown (kahlan)... (Surat al-
Ma'ida: 110)

He will speak to people in the cradle, and also when
fully grown (kahlan), and will be one of the right-
eous. (Surah Al 'Imran: 46)

This word appears only in the above two verses in the
Qur'an, and only in reference to Jesus (as). The meaning of
the word kahlan used to refer to Jesus' adult state is along the
lines of, between 30 and 50 years old, someone who is no
longer young, someone who has reached the perfect age.
Islamic scholars agree on translating this word as indicating
the period after 35 years of age.

Based on a hadith reported by Ibn 'Abbas to the effect that
Jesus (as) ascended to heaven in his early 30s, at a young age,
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and will stay another 40 years when he returns, Islamic schol-
ars say that Jesus' old age will be after he returns to earth.
(Muhammed Khalil Herras, Fasl al-magal fi raf'i “Isa hayyan wa
nuzulihi wa qatlihi’d-Dajjal, Makatabat as-Sunnah, Cairo,
1990, page 20)

Close study of the verses in question easily shows how
right Islamic scholars are on this question. In looking at the
verses of the Qur'an, we see that this statement is only used
for Jesus (as). All the prophets spoke to people and called
them to the true path. They all communicated their message
in maturity. Yet there is no such statement in the Qur'an
about any other prophet. The statement is only used to refer
to Jesus (as) and his miraculous situation. That is because the
words "in the cradle” and "when fully grown" that follow
each other in the verses are stressing two miraculous periods.

In fact, in his work The Commentary of at-Tabari, Imam at-
Tabari gives the following explanation of these verses:

These statements (Surat al-Ma'ida, 110) indicate that in
order to complete his lifespan and speak to people when
fully grown Jesus (as) will come down from heaven. That is
because he was raised to heaven when still young. In this
verse (Surah Al 'Imran, 46) there is evidence that Jesus is
living, and Ahl al-Sunnah share that view. That is because
in this verse it is stated that he will speak to people when
fully grown. He will only be able to grow fully when he
returns to earth from heaven. (Imam at-Tabari, The Com-
mentary of at-Tabari, Vol. 2, page 528, Vol. 1, page 247).

Some people however, interpret the word "when fully
grown" in a manner far removed from its true meaning and
do not analyse it in the context of the general logic of the
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Qur'an. These people maintain that prophets have always
been mature adults, for which reason the expression refers to
all the lives of the prophets. Of course the prophets were
mature adults whom Allah raised. Yet in Surat al-Ahqaf
Allah reveals that the age of full maturity is forty. It is
revealed in this verse that:

We have instructed man to be good to his parents.
His mother bore him with difficulty and with diffi-
culty gave birth to him; and his bearing and wean-
ing take thirty months. Then when he achieves his
full strength and reaches forty, he says, "My Lord,
keep me thankful for the blessing You bestowed on
me and on my parents, and keep me acting rightly,
pleasing You. And make my descendants righteous.
I have repented to You and I am truly one of the
Muslims." (Surat al-Ahqaf: 15)
The word kahlan, therefore, also points to Jesus' return to
earth just like all the other information given in the Qur'an.
Only Allah knows for certain.

As seen, verses on Jesus' (as) return to the earth are very
explicit. Similar expressions to these are not used in the
Qur'an regarding other prophets. All these expressions, how-
ever, are used about the Prophet Jesus (as). The significance
of this is clear.
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There Are Other Examples of People in the
Qur'an Who Left the World and Then Returned
After Hundreds of Years

A man who was resurrected after a century

ol

One of these people is a man who remained dead for a

century. This is related in Surat al-Baqarah:

Or the one who passed by a town which had fallen
into ruin? He asked, "How can Allah restore this to
life when it has died?" Allah caused him to die a
hundred years then brought him back to life. Then
He asked, "How long have you been here?" He
replied, "I have been here a day or part of a day." He
said, "Not so! You have been here a hundred years.
Look at your food and drink - it has not gone bad -
and look at your donkey so We can make you a Sign
for all mankind. Look at the bones — how We raise
them up and clothe them in flesh." When it had
become clear to him, he said, "Now I know that
Allah has power over all things." (Surat al-Baqarah:
259)

In the verses given in the previous pages, there is mention
of the fact that Jesus (as) did not die but was "taken back." In
the verse above, the man, however, definitely died. Conse-

quently, even a dead person can rise again by the will of

Allah. This is explicitly related in the Qur'an. There are other

similar examples in the Qur'an.

The Companions of the Cave awoke after years

Another example is related in the story of the "Compan-
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ions of the Cave" related in Surat al-Kahf.

Allah relates the story of young men who were compelled
to take refuge from the cruel tyranny of the ruler of the time
in a cave. It is related that they fell asleep and were woken up
after years of sleep. The relevant verses are:

When the young men took refuge in the cave and

said, "Our Lord, give us mercy directly from You and

open the way for us to right guidance in our situa-
tion." So We sealed their ears with sleep in the cave

for a number of years. (Surat al-Kahf: 10-11)

You would have supposed them to be awake where-
as in fact they were asleep. We moved them to the
right and to the left, and at the entrance, their dog
stretched out its paws. If you had looked down and
seen them, you would have turned from them and
run and have been filled with terror at the sight of
them.

That was the situation when we woke them up so
they could question one another. One of them asked,
"How long have you been here?" They replied "We
have been here for a day or part of a day." They said,
"Your Lord knows best how long have you been
here. Send one of your number into the city with
this silver you have, so he can see which food is
purest and bring you some of it to eat. But he should
go about with caution so that no one is aware of
you." (Surat al-Kahf: 18-19)

The Qur'an does not explain exactly how much time the

young men spent in the cave. Instead, the duration of this
period is implied by the words "for a number of years." Peo-
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ple's guess at this period however was rather high: three
hundred and nine years. Allah says:

They stayed in their Cave for three hundred years
and added nine.

Say: "Allah knows best how long they stayed. The
Unseen of the heavens and the earth belongs to Him.
How perfectly He sees, how well He hears! They
have no protector apart from Him. Nor does He
share His rule with anyone." (Surat al-Kahf: 25-26)

Surely, what matters here is not whether this period is
short or long. The point is, Allah takes some people back,
either by making them sleep, or simply making them die
from this life for a particular period and then revives them.
Just like people waking from a dream, Allah gives them life
again. Jesus (as) is one of these people and, at the due time,
he will live again in this world. After fulfilling his task, he
will die just like any other human being in accordance with
the commandment of the verse in which He said: "On it you
will live and on it you will die and from it you will be
brought forth." (Surat al-A'raf: 25)




JESUS (AS) IN THE
RISALE-I NUR COLLECTION

n the Risale-i Nur collection, a Qur'anic commen-

tary written by Said Nursi, also known as Bedi-

uzzaman (the Wonder of the Age), one of the

great Islamic scholars of the 20th century CE,
there are extensive references to the end of time and the sec-
ond coming of Jesus (as).

Today Muslim communities embrace different thoughts.
However, a great number of Muslims from various cultures
agree that Bediuzzaman was a great scholar. That is why the
detailed descriptions of the end of time by Bediuzzaman are
of great importance for all Muslims.

In his explanations regarding the end of time, Bediuzza-
man states that two philosophical movements, which he
described as serious endeavours to establish disbelief, would
cause disorder on earth. The first will be a covert threat to
Islam while the second class of movements will openly reject
the existence of Allah. The second current is materialist and
naturalist understandings that affirm that matter is an
absolute substance, which has existed since eternity and
which will exist until eternity. The two movements further
hold that living beings accidentally came into existence from
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inanimate matter. (Naturalism is known as the philosophical
dimension of Darwin's theory of evolution.)

This definition surely provides the basis of all ideologies
denying the existence of Allah. Since early times, materialists
opposed all religions revealed by Allah, fought against their
supporters, oppressed people, waged wars and opened the
way to every sort of degeneration in society.

Jesus (as), too, in his second coming to earth, will struggle
against these materialist and naturalist movements and, by
the will of Allah, will gain victory over them. Bediuzzaman
draws attention in his books to the materialist movement:

The Second Current: A tyrannical current born of Natural-
ist and Materialist philosophy will gradually become strong
and spread at the end of time by means of materialist philos-
ophy, reaching such a degree that it denies God. (Said-i
Nursi, The Letters, The Fifteenth Letter, p. 53)

Bediuzzaman heralds that Jesus (as) will come to earth at
a period when disbelief will dominate it. In the following
words of Bediuzzaman, Jesus (as), in his second coming to
earth, will rule with the Qur'an and the Sunnah and elimi-
nate all bigotry in Christianity. Uniting against disbelief,
Christians who have embraced Islam and Muslims will pre-
vail over the disbelieving ideologies by the guidance of the
Qur'an. The relevant section in the Risale-i Nur is:

Then the person of Jesus (upon whom be peace), who is pres-
ent with his human body in the world of the heavens, will
come to lead the current of true religion, as, relying on the
promise of One Powerful Over All Things, the Bringer of
Sure News has said. Since he has told of it, it is true, and
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since the One Powerful Over All Things has promised it,
He will certainly bring it about. ( Said-i Nursi, The Letters,
The Fifteenth Letter, p. 54)

In all his descriptions of the second coming, Bediuzza-
man indicates that Jesus (as) will remove all the systems of
disbelief in that period. He further adds that he will receive
great support from Muslims. Jesus (as) will be a Muslim and
pray behind the imam of the Muslims, and work together
with the right-acting people from the Islamic world, and will
assume leadership in spreading the Qur'an and its teachings,
and remove the ongoing violence of the system of the disbe-
lievers:

It will be the truly pious followers of Jesus who will kill the
gigantic collective personality of materialism and irreligion
which the Dajjal will form —for the Dajjal will be killed by
Jesus” (PUH) sword— and destroy his ideas and disbelief,
which are atheistic... The narration: "Jesus (Peace be upon
him) will come and will perform the obligatory prayers
behind the Mahdi and follow him," alludes to this union,
and to the sovereignty of the Qur'an and its being followed.
(Said-i Nursi, The Rays, The Fifth Ray, p. 493)




HOW CAN WE RECOGNISE
JESUS (AS)?

Who Will Be Able to Recognise Jesus (as)?

In earlier chapters, that Jesus (as) did not die and was
raised up to the presence of Allah and that he will come back
to earth are explained in the light of the verses from the
Qur'an. After everything that has been said so far, the follow-
ing question occurs to one's mind: "How will we recognise
Jesus (as) when he comes back to the world and which of his
attributes will make him recognisable?" At this stage, the
unique sources we can refer to are the Qur'an and the authen-
tic Sunnah.

The Qur'an, either in the verses or in particular stories,
provides us various explanations regarding the prophets.
Many common attributes of the prophets and of the true
believers are mentioned in the Qur'an. Furthermore, it is also
possible to find all the attributes of the believers in the verses.
In this context, the superior attributes of Jesus (as) related to
faith are also discernible in the Qur'an. Accordingly, referring
to the Qur'an, sincere believers can assess these superior
attributes observable on him and accordingly recognise him.

At this point, one has to keep in mind that recognising
Jesus (as) may not be possible for everyone. Bediuzzaman
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Said Nursi states the following about this subject:

When Jesus (upon whom be peace) comes, it is not neces-
sary that everyone should know him to be the true Jesus.
His elect and those close to him will recognize him through
the light of belief. It will not be self-evident so that everyone
will recognize him. (Said-i Nursi, The Letters, The Fif-
teenth Letter, p. 54)

As Bediuzzaman says, during the early years of his sec-
ond coming, the people knowing Jesus (as) will be limited to
the small group of people who are close to him. Furthermore,
this will only be possible by "the light of belief". Of course
this phrase needs further explanation: "The light of belief" is
the comprehension granted by Allah to those who believe in
the existence and unity of Allah, observe the commands of
the Qur'an and live by the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah,
Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him peace. With
such comprehension, believers can evaluate situations pre-
cisely and grasp the details of events with no difficulty. As
the Qur'an informs us, believers are those people who pon-
der upon everything surrounding them and thus never miss
the details or subtle aspects of things. Indeed, Allah informs
man that He will grant discrimination (to judge between
right and wrong) to those who reflect upon each thing in an
endeavour to comprehend the greatness and might of Allah

and to those who have fear for Him:

You who believe! If you have tagwa of Allah, He
will give you discrimination and erase your bad
actions from you and forgive you. Allah's favour is

indeed immense. (Surat al-Anfal: 29)
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Thus, those who will recognise Jesus (as) during his sec-
ond coming and adhere to him will actually be the ones who
believe in Allah and the Qur'an and in the Messenger of
Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, and think
deeply over things. Bediuzzaman Said Nursi, too, draws

attention to this issue as follows:

In fact, although when Jesus (peace be upon him) comes he
himself will know he is Jesus, not everyone will know.
(Said-i Nursi, The Rays, The Fifth ray, p. 487)

Which Attributes of Jesus (as) Make Him

Recognisable?

As mentioned above, referring to the Qur'an in search of
finding answers to these questions, we should first look for
the attributes common to all the prophets related in the
Qur'an. Thus, the way to recognise Jesus (as) would be to
examine the attributes of the prophets. Surely, there are hun-
dreds of them. However, in this section we will emphasise
the most apparent attributes that are immediately evident.

1. He is different from other people because of

his exceptional moral values

Like all other prophets Allah has chosen to proclaim His
message to mankind, Jesus (as) is known for his excellent
moral values. The most distinctive attribute of Jesus (as) is his
exemplary person, immediately discernible in the society he
lives in. He, indeed, has an exemplary character, unprece-
dented in nature and striking to anyone at first sight. An
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extremely committed, courageous and strong person, a man-
ifestation of the trust he puts in Allah and his pure faith in
Him. With such traits, he has a profound influence on every-
one. This superiority, a shared attribute of all prophets, is
related in the verse:

This is the argument We gave to Ibrahim (Abraham)

against his people. We raise in rank anyone We will.

Your Lord is All-Wise, All-Knowing. We gave him

Ishaq (Isaac) and Ya'qub (Jacob), each of whom We

guided. And before him We had guided Nuh (Noah).

And among his descendants were Dawud (David)

and Sulayman (Solomon), and Ayyub (Job), Yusuf

(Joseph), Musa (Moses) and Harun (Aaron). That is

how We recompense the good-doers. And Zakarriyya

(Zachariah), Yahya (John), 'Isa (Jesus) and Ilyas (Eli-

jah). All of them were among the right-acting. And

Isma'il (Ishmael), al-Yasa' (Elisha), Yunus (Jonah)

and Lut (Lot). All of them We favoured over all

beings. And some of their forebears, descendants

and brothers; We chose them and guided them to a

straight path. (Surat al-An'am: 83-87)

That Allah granted superior attributes to the prophets is
expressed precisely in the verse above. There are many other
examples narrated in the Qur'an. The statements below
inform us of the superior traits granted to the prophets:
Ibrahim was a community in himself. (Surat an-
Nahl: 120)

And remember Our slaves Ibrahim, Ishaq and

Ya'qub, men of true strength and inner sight. (Surah
Sad: 45)
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In Our eyes they are among the best of chosen men.

(Surah Sad: 47)

We gave knowledge to Dawud and Sulayman who

said, 'Praise be to Allah who has favoured us over

many of His slaves who are believers...' (Surat an-

Naml: 15)

Jesus (as) is also one of the chosen prophets of Allah.
Allah states the following about him:

These Messengers: We favoured some of them over

others. Allah spoke directly to some of them and

raised up some of them in rank. We gave clear Signs

to 'Isa, son of Maryam, and reinforced him with the

Purest Spirit. (Surat al-Baqarah: 253)

2. He will be recognised by the expression on

his face which is only seen in Prophets

Allah informs us in the Qur'an that the superiority of
those whom He has chosen can be in terms of their knowl-
edge and as well as that in terms of physical strength:

... He said, "Allah has chosen him over you and
favoured him greatly in knowledge and physical
strength. Allah gives kingship to anyone He wills.
Allah is All Encompassing, All-Knowing. (Surat al-
Baqarah: 247)

Granted with wisdom, physical strength, knowledge and
perfection of character, Jesus (as) will have a facial expression
only seen in prophets. His strong fear of Allah and the light
of his steadfast faith will all be apparent in his face. This
expression on his face will at once distinguish him from oth-
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ers and people who see him will immediately notice that they
are meeting someone quite superior. Surely, not everyone
will agree with this. Out of rage and pride, it is likely that
some people will disregard this superiority. Despite feeling it
deep inside, they may feign ignorance, perceiving his pres-
ence as a threat to their existence. Only those having sincere
faith will comprehend this superiority and have an apprecia-
tion of it.

Allah informs us that Jesus (as) is "of high esteem in the
world and the hereafter, and one of those brought near..."
(Surah Al 'Tmran: 45) Thus, Jesus (as) will be known to those
people surrounding him for the honour and excellence only

seen in those chosen by Allah.

3. He has outstanding wisdom and decisive speech

They are the ones to whom we gave the Book, Judge-
ment, and Prophethood... (Surat al-An'am: 89)

Throughout history, Allah communicated His messages
and revelations by His messengers. He also granted wisdom
to these messengers: a decisive and highly pertinent style in
speaking, exemplary manners in enjoining right actions and
in forbidding evil, are all attributes common to the prophets.
In the Qur'an, Allah also draws attention to the wisdom
granted to each prophet. For instance, for the prophet Dawud
(as), Allah states: "... We gave him wisdom and decisive
speech." (Surah Sad: 20) It is similar for the prophet Yahya
(as): "Yahya, ... We gave him judgement while still a child."
(Surah Maryam: 12) About Musa, Allah informs us: "And
when he reached his full strength and maturity, We gave
him judgement and knowledge." (Surat al-Qasas: 14)
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Another relevant verse follows: "We gave Lugman wisdom:
'Give thanks to Allah.' (Surah Lugman: 12). Similarly, Allah
relates: "We gave the family of Ibrahim the Book and Wis-
dom..." (Surat an-Nisa: 54)

In accordance with the verse, "He gives wisdom to
whomever He wills and whoever has been given wisdom
has been given great good," (Surat al-Baqarah: 269), Allah
rewarded all the prophets. This reward also holds true for
Jesus (as) as we learn from the Qur'an:

Remember when Allah said, "'Isa, son of Maryam,

remember My blessing to you and to your mother

when I reinforced you with the Purest Spirit so that
you could speak to people in the cradle and when
you were fully grown; and when I taught you the

Book and Wisdom, and the Torah and the Injil.

(Surat al-Ma'idah: 110)

And when 'Isa came with the Clear Signs, he said, "I

have come to you with Wisdom and to clarify for

you some of the things about which you have dif-
fered. Therefore have tagwa of Allah and obey me."

(Surat as-Zukhruf: 63)

In the light of these verses, we can conclude that a partic-
ular attribute of Jesus (as), which will enable us to recognise
him, will be his decisive, highly pertinent and striking
speech. As in all other issues, a decisive manner of speaking
is a striking attribute common to the prophets. Believers who
adhere to the Qur'an as a guide to the truth grasp that the
speech of Jesus (as) has "the power granted" (Surat al-Kahf:
91) exclusive to messengers chosen by Allah. The wisdom he
displays, the flawless diagnoses he makes, the intelligent
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solutions he brings will be the clear signs of a special gift that
Allah granted to him. Thus, his superiority will be even more
evident.

4. He will be very reliable

Each messenger introduced himself to the community to
whom they were sent by saying: "I am a faithful Messenger
to you." (Surat ash-Shua'ra: 107) This reliability of the mes-
sengers is an outcome of their strict adherence to the Book
and religion of Allah and to the obligations set by Him. They
meticulously observe the boundaries of Allah and never
deviate from His righteous path. Only intending to attain the
good pleasure of Allah, they never submit to anyone. In the
Qur'an, Allah draws our attention to this attribute of the
prophets. For instance, in the Qur'an, Musa (as) introduced
himself to the community among whom he lived, as follows:

Before them We put Pharaoh's people to the test

when a noble Messenger came to them, saying,

"Hand over to me the slaves of Allah. I am a trust-

worthy Messenger to you." (Surat ad-Dukhan: 17-18)

No doubt, the communities generally failed to appreciate
this important attribute of the messengers. Furthermore,
declining to abandon the ignorant way of living in which
they indulged and refusing to live by the true religion to
which the messengers summoned them, they usually
showed intolerance towards them. Only after some time did
they conceive the messengers to be trustworthy. The prophet
Yusuf (as) is a good example. He was tested with difficulties
for an extended period; first he was sold as a slave and then
imprisoned for a long time. By the will of Allah, when the
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due time arrived, however, he was recognised as a trustwor-
thy person by people, and the king put him in charge of the
state treasury:

The King said, "Bring him to me straight away! So I

may draw him very close to me." When he had spo-

ken with him, he declared, "Today you are trusted,

established in our sight!" (Surah Yusuf: 54)

These attributes of the prophets mentioned in the Qur'an
will also be observable in Jesus (as). On his second coming to
the earth, as a never-changing law of Allah, he will be known
for his trustworthiness. Allah will provide His help to him, as
He did to all the other prophets and his trustworthiness will
be made manifest in due course.

5. He will be under the protection of Allah

Our Word was given before to Our slaves, the Mes-
sengers, that they would certainly be helped. It is
Our army which will be victorious. (Surat as-Saffat:
171-173)

Allah granted superiority to His messengers over other
people. He gave them the might to defeat their enemies and
protected them against all their plots. Be it at the stage of tak-
ing a decision or putting a plan into practice, Allah always
supported them.

Another sign for believers who are waiting for Jesus (as),
the Messenger of Allah, is his gift of making everything he
does a success. His judgements, for instance, or the methods
he employs, all bring remarkable results for himself as well
as to the people around him. Truly, some events appearing to
be against the good of the public will soon prove to be just
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the contrary. Such occurrences will indicate the pertinence of
his judgements. That is because Allah assured his Messen-
gers that, under all circumstances, they will prevail. So this
second coming of Jesus (as) will be very different from the
first, since the second will be under the victorious banner of
Islam. This promise ensures the overall success Jesus (as) will
attain in his mission.

Indeed, this will be so clear that it will inevitably attract
the attention of the believers following him. Meanwhile, his
enemies will notice the extraordinary nature of this situation
as well. However, they will fail to recognise that this is the
clear guidance of Allah. That his progress always brings
good will remain a mystery for them. That is simply because
their main objective in life is to overcome this distinguished
person whom they see as "an ordinary human being like
themselves." However, as stated in the verse, "Then We will
rescue Our Messengers and those who have faith as well. It
is incumbent upon Us to rescue the believers." (Surah
Yunus: 103) Allah will render all their efforts useless and help
His messenger. The plots made or the struggles waged
against him will never succeed.

6. He will not ask for any reward in return

for his services

All the prophets referred to in the Qur'an rendered their
services in the way of Allah without asking for any reward in
return. The only gain they asked was the good pleasure of
Allah. No worldly gain, no benefit did they request from any-
one. One of the verses extolling this virtue of the Messengers
is as follows:
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My people! I do not ask for a wage for it. My wage is
the responsibility of Him who brought me into
being. So will you not use your intellect? (Surah
Hud: 51)

This virtue common to all the messengers will also be
apparent in Jesus (as). In his second coming, he will call peo-
ple all over the world to the true religion of Allah. Yet, he will
aim at no worldly gain in return. Like all other messengers
referred in the Qur'an, he will pursue Allah's good pleasure
desiring to be rewarded by Him. This trait of his will earn
him a reputation in society. Yet, one should also keep in mind
that, as in all other aspects, only the believers will recognise
and treasure this trait of his. Furthermore, although his ene-
mies recognise him, it is completely possible that they may
spread slanders about him, which is a repetition of what
other prophets experienced in the past. Most probably, these
slanders may include "that he is trying to pursue his own
personal benefit." Still, Allah will prove the groundless
nature of these slanders and help him, just as He guides him
in all his deeds.

7. He will be compassionate and full of mercy

towards the believers

Another attribute peculiar to the messengers is their
"compassionate and merciful" nature towards the believers.
Being gentle and merciful to the believers following them, all
the messengers strove to improve the characters of the
believers for their well-being both in this world and the next.
The most distinctive attribute of Jesus (as) will be his mercy
towards the believers. Allah relates this attribute as exempli-
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fied in the Last of the Messengers Muhammad (saas), but
which is common to all messengers, as follows:

A Messenger has come to you from among your-
selves. Your suffering is distressing to him; he is
deeply concerned for you; he is gentle and merciful
to the believers. (Surat at-Tawbah: 128)

Jesus (as) will also have "deep concern” for the believers
surrounding him. This extreme sincerity inherent in his being
will provide one of the concrete evidences that he is the real
Jesus (as).

The Appearance of False Messiahs Foretells The
Coming of Jesus (as)

True believers will recognise Jesus (as) from the portents.
Every deed of his will be wise and inimitable; these portents
will set him apart from other people, and he will immediate-
ly be recognised without the need for any proof. The efforts
of the false messiahs to prove themselves to be him is the
clearest indication of their falsity. The Prophet Jesus' actions
will constitute the proof of his identity. He will inflict a terri-
ble defeat on atheistic movements and systems that attempt
to spread denial of Allah and to spread immorality. It will be
easy for him to thwart the plots of the deniers with the reve-
lation of Allah, to spread Allah's religion among people and
to negate the efforts of the ungodly. By his miracles he will
prove that the religion of Allah is the true way and that
believers will inevitably have the upper hand. In the Qur'an
our Lord gives these glad tidings to believers:

They desire to extinguish Allah's Light with their
mouths but Allah will perfect His Light, though the
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unbelievers hate it. It is He Who sent His Messenger
with guidance and the Religion of Truth to exalt it
over every other religion, though the associators
hate it. (Surat as-Saff: 8-9)

He Will Have No Relatives, Family or

Acquaintances on Earth

Jesus (as) will be recognisable by the attributes mentioned
in the Qur'an. However, there will be other factors disclosing
his identity. No doubt, one of them will be the fact that he
will have no relatives, family or acquaintances on earth.
There will be no one who knows his physical features, his
face or the tone of his voice. Indeed, no one will know him
when he comes to earth for the second time. Not a single per-
son will come out and say "I have known him for a long time,
I saw him when ..., these people are his family and relatives
..." simply because the people who knew him lived and died
2,000 years ago. His mother Maryam, the Prophet
Zakariyyah, the disciples who spent years at his side, promi-
nent Jews of the time and even those people who heard Jesus'
revelations are all dead. Thus, in his second coming to earth
no one will have witnessed his birth, childhood, youth or
adulthood. Nobody will know a single word about him. As
explained in earlier sections of the book, Jesus (as) came into
existence by the command of Allah, the command "Be!" After
millennia, it is very natural that he will have no relatives on
earth. Allah draws an analogy between his situation and that
of Adam when He states:

The likeness of 'Isa in Allah's sight is the same as
Adam. He created him from earth and then He said
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to Him: "Be!" and he was. (Surah Al 'Imran: 59)

As mentioned in the verse, Allah gave the command "Be!"
to Adam and he was accordingly created. The way Jesus (as)
came into existence for the first time also occurred in the
same way although he had a mother. Adam had no parents
and neither will Jesus (as) at his second coming. Hundreds of
years later, he will be on the earth with no known kin.

One of the most important distinguishing features
between Jesus (as) and the false messiahs is that he will have
no mother, father, relatives, friends or acquaintances on
earth. This resolves the danger of the "false Messiah" that
crops up from time to time. When Jesus (as) returns to earth
there will be no doubt as to his true identity. Nobody will
have any reason to say. "This person cannot be Jesus." That is
because Jesus (as) will be instantly recognizable with this sin-
gle feature, that can distinguish him from everyone else on
earth, even if not one person actually recognizes his faith.
The lies of those who falsely claim to be the messiah will be
seen through easily. It is utterly illogical for someone who has
spent his entire childhood amongst people, of whose child-
hood many pictures are in existence, and whom countless
people have known ever since he was very young, to claim to
be Jesus (as).




CONCLUSION

n the history of mankind, that Jesus (as) will be

sent back to earth for a second time by Allah is

surely a divine favour to all humanity. Only a
minority of people will enjoy this occasion. He will then be a
blessed "saviour" sent to all mankind. Indeed, in times when
violence and disorder were increasingly experienced in the
world, human beings begged a "helper" from Allah. Accord-
ingly, Allah responded to their plea:

What reason could you have for not fighting in the
Way of Allah - for those men, women and children
who are oppressed and say, "Our Lord, take us out of
this city whose inhabitants are wrongdoers! Give us
a protector from You! Give us a helper from You!"?
(Surat an-Nisa: 75)

As mentioned earlier, the "saviour" in our time is the pen-
etration of the Qur'anic values to our souls and society. Upon
his second coming, Jesus (as) will wholeheartedly adhere to
these revealed values favoured by Allah and strive purely to
spread them to people all over the world.

The knowledge of unseen and future events is something
only known to Allah. Yet, it is certain that those who expect
this blessed period and this person must at that time under-
take important obligations. Just as Jesus (as) will protect and
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guide all believers, the believers will also have to give whole-
hearted support to Jesus (as) and help him in the services he
renders for the sake of Allah. This time, in other words, dur-
ing his second coming, believers should never make him ask
again, "Who will be my helpers to Allah?" (Surah Al Tmran:
52) Otherwise, one will feel deep regret and torment both in
this world and hereafter. Allah clearly threatens those who
are ungrateful:

Then we sent our Messengers one after another, at
intervals. Each time its Messenger came to a commu-
nity they called him a liar so We made them follow
one another too and turned them into myths and leg-
ends. Away with the people who have no faith!
(Surat al-Muminun: 44)

On the other hand, those who follow him, who provide
him sincere support and adopt the revealed values brought
by him may well hope to earn the good pleasure, mercy and
eternal paradise of Allah. This is a definite promise and good
tidings given by Allah:

Allah has sent down a reminder to you, a Messenger

reciting Allah's Clear Signs to you to bring those

who have faith and do right actions out of the dark-
ness into the Light. Whoever has faith in Allah and
acts rightly, We will admit him into Gardens with
rivers flowing under them remaining in them time-
lessly, for ever and ever. Allah has provided for him
excellently! (Surat at-Talaq: 10-11)

We are grateful to Allah, the Almighty, Who will honour
such of His slaves as He wills on such a great occasion as the
second coming of Jesus (as) and grant them this important
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opportunity to gain merit for their lives in the hereafter.
And peace be upon the Messengers. And praise be
to Allah, the Lord of all the worlds! (Surat as-Saffat:
181-182)

They said 'Glory be to You!
We have no knowledge except what
You have taught us.
You are the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.'
(Surat al-Baqgara: 32)






